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The Sikh Foundation was founded on December 28, 1967  
by Dr. Narinder Singh Kapany. It is a non-profit, non-political charitable 
 organization with the following objectives: 

 
•  Pass on the essence of the Sikh heritage to the growing  
Sikh Diaspora in the West, particularly the youth. 
 
•  Foster Sikh culture across the disciplines through the tradition 
of critical and creative thinking that give birth to the Sikh faith. 
 
•  Introduce to the world the progressive ethics, lyrical mysticism 
and heroism of the Sikhs.  
 
•  Contribute Sikh perspective to issues of common human concern. 
 
•  Generate the highest quality resources for the academic and  
artistic study of Sikhism. 

THE SIKH FOUNDATION MISSION 
 



MILESTONES  ACHIEVED  
IN 

SIKH  ACADEMICS 



Sikh Studies at universities was pioneered by the Sikh Foundation with the setting of the 1st 
Chair of Sikh & Punjabi language studies at UCSB in 1998. This Chair was in memory of 

Kundan Kaur Kapany, mother of Dr. N.S Kapany. 
Prof. Gurinder S Mann held this Chair since its inception and  taught over 600 students 

every year. He retired in 2015.  

 
 
 

Prof. Gurinder Singh Mann 

SIKH & PUNJABI STUDIES  1998 
THE KUNDAN KAUR KAPANY CHAIR 

UC SANTA BARBARA 

Sr. Kundan K. Kapany 



Following in 2004,  the 2nd Chair at UC Riverside was set up by  
Mrs Saranjit Saini & the Sikh Foundation, in memory of  late Dr. Jasbir Singh Saini of 

Phoenix.  
Prof. Pashaura Singh, is the Chair of Sikh Studies as well as the head of the department of 

Religious Studies at the university. 

SIKH & PUNJABI STUDIES  2004 
DR. JASBIR S. SAINI ENDOWED CHAIR 

UC RIVERSIDE 

Prof. Pashaura Singh Dr. Jasbir S. Saini 

 
 



SIKH & PUNJABI STUDIES  2010 
SARBJIT S. AURORA CHAIR 

UC SANTA CRUZ 

In 2010, the Sarabjit Singh Aurora Chair was endowed at UC Santa Cruz by Mr. Hardit Singh 
Arora & the Sikh Foundation.  

Prof Nirvikar Singh, an international economics scholar is the Chair. 
 
 

 
 
 



SIKH & PUNJABI STUIDES 

Dr. Rahuldeep Singh Gill 

A Sikh studies program has been initiated at GTU in 2015 with Dr. Rahuldeep Singh Gill  
offering courses on Sikhism  to students at both GTU & UC Berkeley 

GTU BERKELEY - 2015 



CURRENT PROPOSALS 
UNIVERSITY CHAIRS & PROGRAMS 



MILESTONES ACHIVED  
IN 

SIKH ARTS 



SIKH ART  1992 
SPENDOR’S OF PUNJAB: ART OF THE SIKHS 

ASIAN ART MUSEUM  
SAN FRANCISCO 

Sikhs Arts was also simultaneously nurtured, along with Sikh studies.  
The 25thanniversary of the Sikh Foundation was celebrated in 1992 with the opening of 
the exhibit – “Splendor's of the Punjab” at the Asian Art Museum in San Francisco CA. 

 
 
 



SIKH ART  1999 
THE ARTS OF THE SIKH KINGDOMS 

VICTORIA & ALBERT MUSEUM 
 LONDON 

In 1999, came the exhibit “Arts of the Sikh Kingdoms”. This blockbuster show 
brought Sikh Arts center stage. The exhibit first opened  at the V&A museum-London, 

 travelling on  to San Francisco and Toronto. This show had over 500,000 visitors.  
 

 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The First & Only Permanent Sikh Gallery in North America 

SIKH ART  2003 
SATINDER K KAPANY GALLERY OF SIKH ART 

ASIAN ART MUSEUM SAN FRANCISCO 

In 2003, commemorating the 35th anniversary of the Sikh Foundation,  
“The Satinder Kaur Kapany Gallery of Sikh Art” opened at the Asian Art Museum-S.F. 

 It was made possible by a generous financial gift and 100 Sikh art objects gifted by the Kapany 
family. Many of the art objects date from the 18th & 19th centuries and are sensitive to light, they an 
only be displayed for short periods of time. As a result, the contents of the Sikh gallery change every 

six months. 
 
 



The following year, the Smithsonian Institute at Washington DC hosted for the first time 
a Sikh exhibit. The Sikh Foundation was a major loaner of art work which included the 

personal items of Maharaja Ranjit Singh -  his emerald ring, his official seal and the 
spectacular portrait of Maharani Jind Kaur. 

 

SIKH ART  2004 
SIKHS: A LEGACY OF THE PUNJAB 

THE SMITHSONIAN  
 WASHINGTON D.C 



SIKH ART  2006 
I SEE NO STRANGER –SIKH ART & DEVOTION 

THE RUBIN MUSEUM OF ART 
 NEW YORK 

Building up interest in Sikh Art was the New York Exhibit : I See No Stranger at the 
Rubin Museum of Art in 2006. 

 



SIKH ART  2008 
SIKHS : THE LEGACY OF THE PUNJAB 

MUSEUM OF NATURAL HISTORY 
SANTA BARBARA 

The Smithsonian exhibit at Washington DC moved to Santa Barbara in 2008  
where new artworks were added to the exhibit. 

 
 



SIKH ART  2012 
 SIKHS : THE LEGACY OF THE PUNJAB 

 FRESNO ART MUSEUM 
FRESNO CALIFORNIA 

From Santa Barbara, the exhibit came to the Fresno Art Museum  
in the central valley in 2012. Over 10,000 visitors in 3 months  

 
 
 



SIKH ART  2015 
SIKHS : THE LEGACY OF THE PUNJAB 

INSTITUTE OF TEXAN CULTURE 
SAN ANTONIO 

In February 2015,  this exhibit opened at San Antonio in Texas. 
The 3 exhibits at Santa Barbara, Fresno and San Antonio are all much larger 

than the Smithsonian exhibit both in terms of space as well as including many  
newer Sikh artworks. 

 
 



SIKH ARTS  2005-2008 
VICTORIA & ALBERT MUSEUM  ANNUAL 

LECTURE  
LONDON 

2008: Gurinder Chadha & Dr. N.S Kapany 
2007: Arpana Caur 
2006: Dr. F.S. Aijazuddin 
2005: Dr. Susan Stronge 

The Sikh Foundation has also supported an annual lecture series at the V&A museum in 
London. Renowned artists & art historians were invited. 

 



PUBLICATIONS 
BY THE 

SIKH FOUNDATION 



PUBLICATIONS & BOOKS 

The Sikh Foundation has published a  dozen books on Sikh art, heritage, 
culture, religion & children's literature. Our latest is the “Games We Play” a 
nostalgic journey down memory lane with the traditional games of Punjabi 
children.  

 
 



PUBLICATIONS 
JOURNALS, BOOKS & NEWSPAPERS 

Sikh Sansar – 1972-1977 
The Sikh Times – 1984-85 
The Sikhs & their Religion 

Along with books, the Sikh Foundation also published the journal “The Sikh Sansar” from 
1972-1977 and the newspaper “The Sikh Times” in 1984-85 

 
 



Annual Sikh Fine Art Calendar 

2000 
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1984	Sikh	Massacres	
Response	by	the	Sikh	Founda:on	

In 1984 to spread awareness of Sikhs, the Sikh Foundation ran full page  
advertisements in major newspapers in New York, Washington D.C., Chicago, 
 Los Angeles & San Francisco 
 



TIMELINE	OF	1984	ACTIVIITES	OF	THE	SIKH	
FOUNDATION	



FILMS 
AMU-2005 

The feature film “Amu” dealt with the horrific 1984 Sikh genocide in Delhi . Directed  by 
Sonali Bose and starring Konkana Sen Sharma and Brinda Karat it was financially 
supported by the Sikh Foundation. This film won critical acclaim at film festivals 

worldwide.  
 
 



SIKH MONUMENT CONSERVATION 
SRI HARGOBINDPUR – PUNJAB 

2000 
 

Sikh monument preservation is another critical area where the Sikh Foundation partnered 
with UNESCO to restore the 17th century mosque built by Guru Hargobind the 6th guru 

of the Sikhs.  
 
 



OUR COMMUNITY EVENTS  
 

2014-16 



OUR	EVENTS	–	2016	
Asian	Art	Museum	San	Francisco	

Feb	20,	2016	



OUR	EVENTS	–	2015	
Stanford	University	

Nov.	14,	2015		



OUR	EVENTS	–	2015	
India	Community	Center	Milpitas	

August	30,	2015	



M.S KOHLI MEMORIAL CONFERENCE 
SIKH EDUCATION IN THE 21ST CENTURY 
28th March 2015 – Stanford University 
 

This conference brought together 17 speakers & over 150 participants, who shared their  
experiences in the education of Sikhs. The speakers included 4 professors  

of Sikh Studies from universities in California, museums, charter Schools, community 
organizations & Punjabi language teachers.  

 



5 YOUNG SIKH ARTISTS MEET 
6th December 2014-San Jose Gurudwara 



SIKH AUTHORS MEETING 
6th September 2014 – Hayward Gurudwara 

The Sikh Foundation invited 4 award winning Bay area Authors – Pushpinder Kaur, 
Jessi Kaur, Parveen Kaur & Meeta Kaur to share their inspiring stories.. 

 



Over 150,000 students in Punjab 
are getting Gurmat education  

through the Satnam Sarab 
Kalyan Trust  

GURMAT EDUCATION IN INDIA 

PARTNERING WITH OTHER ORGANISATION 

1947 PARTITION ARCHIVES 
              SALDEF 



GIFTS TO LIBRARIES 

 Over 200 books have been gifted to 20 libraries 
 in California with the support of the Samra Family 



WEBSITE 
WWW.SIKHFOUNDATION.ORG 

On our site you will fine articles & News features of interest to the Sikh Community.  
If you would like to keep in touch with us, please sign up for our monthly newsletter.  
 



WEBSITE 
FAMILY CORNER 

WWW.SIKHFOUNDATION.ORG 

On our website we host a unique “Family Corner” with fun games, puzzles, coloring  
pages and whole lot more to engage young children and expose them to Sikh Art & heritage 

  
 



ONLINE STORE 
WWW.SIKHFOUNDATION.ORG 

Our Online Store has over 300 resources in books, Dvd’s, apparel and fine sikh art. We offer a  
safe and secure site with Paypal checkout.  
.  
 



      
     THE SIKH  FOUNDATION 

SIKH ARTS 
7 Exhibits 

SIKH STUDIES 
4 Chairs  
Conferences, Retreats 

PUBLICATIONS 
12 books, 15 calendars, 
1 film, cards, fine art prints 

CONSERVATION 
I monument 

     AREAS OF IMPACT 



PROJECTS 
2016-17 



Magnificence of Sikh Arts 
Asian Art Museum San Francisco 

March 10, 2017 - June 4, 201 

FUTURE	SIKH	ART	EXHIBIT		
Celebra:ng	the	50th	Anniversary		



The Smithsonian Institute and the Sikh Foundation are jointly publishing a book on the Kapany 
Collection of Sikh Art. This 200 page full color art book will have experts write on Sikh 

Paintings, Janamsakhis, textiles, arms & armaments, coins, stamps and more.  
 
 

Celebra:ng	the	50th	Anniversary	
Book	Launch	

Sikh	Arts	From	the	Kapany	Collec:on	
	



Celebra:ng	the	50th	Anniversary	
Golden	Gala		



DISTINGUISHED SPEAKERS FROM AROUND THE WORLD WILL BE 
INVITED TO PARTICIPATE IN THIS SUMMIT ON SIKH EDUCATION 
COVERING MULTIPLE FACETS OF EDUATION OF SIKHS 

Celebra:ng	the	50th	anniversary	
Sikhs	Advancing	in	Educa:on	



Subscribe to our newsletter 
       	

  Follow & like us on Facebook 
  Search Sikh Foundation International	

Learn more at http://www.sikhfoundation.org/ 	



THANK YOU FOR YOUR INTEREST 
   www.sikhfoundation.org 

580 College Avenue, Palo Alto CA 94306 U.S.A 


